REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


15 June 2000 

The District Court at Otahuhu 

Not Applicable 

Snuff Kill 

Not Stated 

Doug Ulrich 

Al Darago 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Video Recording VHS/NTSC 

USA 

English 


Components of fi lm originally examined: 

Feature: Snuff Kill Running time: 

Trailers: Video Outlaw Horror Extreme Notice Running time: 

Making Of Scream Kill 
Video Outlaw Horror Extreme Notice 
Alternative Cinema Catalogue Notice 
Video Outlaw Horror Extreme Notice 

Total Running time: 


Excision/Alteration: Not Applicable. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The publication Snuff Kill is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication is an American video recording which contains a feature preceded by a 
notice and followed by three more notices and a short clip about the making of the 
feature. The feature is a cheaply made story about an amateur camera-man and an 
old school friend who make their own ’splatter' movie. However, they find themselves 
killing a number of other victims including a band member, an actor and a tramp. The 
feature contains a number of separate, unconnected sequences, in which women 
wearing similar clothing are presented in a sexual way in a poorly lit room before being 
repeatedly stabbed. 

The publication tends to promote and support the infliction of extreme violence and 
cruelty. Extreme violence and cruelty are presented as an exciting part of the video 
recording, without repercussions which may present the acts in a negative light. While 
the violent acts are not real, they are presented as attractive to the viewer as they are 
sometimes juxtaposed with sexual activity and sexualised imagery. 

The provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) have been 
taken into account in determining this classification. The video recording falls under 
s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993, therefore it is 
deemed to be objectionable. A classification of "objectionable" places a limit on the 
right to freedom of expression set out in si4 of the NZBR Act. However, in relation to 
this publication, the classification is considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed by 
law that can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. 
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